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In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

1. (original) A rocker arm assembly for a rear derailleur of a bicycle, 
the assembly comprising an outer plate having a pivot pin, an inner plate and a pair 
of idle transmission wheels arranged between the outer plate and the inner plate, 
wherein the inner plate is made of metallic material and the outer plate is made of 
a structural fiber fabric incorporated in a plastic material matrix. 

2. (currently amended) The rocker arm of claim 4- 6, wherein the plastic 
material is a thermo set. 

3. (currently amended) The rocker arm of claim 1 6, wherein the plastic 
material is a thermoplastic. 

4. (currently amended) The rocker arm of claim ± 6, wherein the fabric is 
a carbon-based fabric. 
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5. (currently amended) The rocker arm of claim i 6, wherein said pivot 
pin carried by the outer plate is made of metallic material and is fastened to the 
outer plate by caulking. 

6. (currently amended) A rocker arm assembly for a r ear derailleur of a 
bicycle, the assembly comprising an outer olate h aving a pivot pin, an inner plate 
and a pair of idle transmission wheels arranged between t he outer plate and the 
inner plate, wherein the inner plate is made of metallic materia l and the outer plate 
is made of a structural fiber fabric incorporated in a plasti c matei-ial matrix, The 
rocke r arm of claim 1, the outer plate includes an integral element made of a plastic 
material projecting from an outer face of the plate which carries an adjustment 
screw co-operating with a wheel rotationally mounted on said pivot pin. 

7. (currently amended) The rocker arm of claim 4 6, wherein said outer 
plate has a cross-sectional profile which essentially has a shape of a shallow 
channel. 

8. (currently amended) The rocker arm of claim 4 6, wherein the outer 
plate is obtained by compression molding. 

- 4 • 
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9. (currently amended) A rocker arm assembly for use on a rear 
derailleur of a bicycle, the assembly comprising: 

an inner plate, made of a rigid metallic material, including first and second 
tapped holes; 

an outer plate having a pivot pin, made of a plastic composite material, 
including first and second through apertures respectively aligned with the first and 
second tapped holes, and connected to the inner plate via fasteners passing through 
the first and second through apertures and first and second tapped holes; and 

first and second idle geai'S positioned between the inner and outer plates and 
aligned with a respective one of the first and second through apertures; 

wherein the outer plate includes an adjustment screw th at engages a wheel 
rotationallv mounted on said pivot pin . 

10. (original) The rocker arm assembly of claim 9 wherein the composite 
material is structural fiber fabric incorporated in a plastic material matrix. 

11. (original) The rocker arm assembly of claim 10 wherein the plastic 
material is a thermo set, and the composite material is compression molded. 

- 5 - 

PAGE 8J30 " RCVD AT 12/22/2004 2:27:52 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS: 8729306 • CSID:21 55684992 * DURATION (mm-ss): 12-52 



12/22/2004 14:32 FAX 21556S4992 



V0LPE-K0ENIG 



SJ009/030 



Applicant: Giuseppe Dal Pra' 
Application No.: 10/722,986 

12. (original) The rocker arm assembly of claim 9 wherein the metallic 
material is aluminum alloy. 

13. (original) The rocker arm assembly of claim 9 wherein the outer plate 
further includes an essentially U-shaped cross section. 

14. (original) The rocker arm assembly of claim 13 wherein the outer plate 
further defines a plurality of apertures therethrough. 

15. (currently amended) A bicycle derailleur rocker arm assembly 
comprising: 

a rigid metallic inner plate having first and second tapped holes; 

a plastic composite material outer plate having first and second through 
apertures respectively aligned to oppose the first and second tapped holes and a pin 
which extends away from the inner plate; 

first and second idle gears positioned between the inner and outer plates and 
aligned with a respective one of the first and second through apertures; 

fasteners passing through the first and second through apertures and 
engaging a respective one of the first and second tapped holes; 

a regulation wheel mounted on the pin; and 

- 6 - 
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a return spring that connects with a hole in the regulation wheel and rotates 
the assembly about the pin. 

16. (original) The assembly of claim 15 wherein the composite material is 
comprised of a structural fiber fabric in a plastic matrix. 

17. (original) The assembly of claim 16 wherein the plastic matrix is a 
thermo set. 

18. (original) The assembly of claim 15 wherein the composite material is 
compression molded. 

19. (original) The assembly of claim 15 further comprising a worm screw 
for varying the return spring's tension. 

20. (original) The assembly of claim 15 wherein the outer plate further 
includes an essentially U-shaped cross section. 

21. (original) The assembly of claim 15 wherein the metallic material is 
aluminum alloy. 
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22. (new) A rocker arm assembly for a rear derailleur of a bicycle, the 
assembly comprising an outer plate made of a plurality of fiber compression-molded 
fabric sheets and having a pivot pin, a metallic inner plate, and a pair of idle 
transmission wheels arranged between the outer plate and the inner plate. 

23. (new) A rocker arm assembly for a rear derailleur of a. bicycle, the 
assembly comprising an outer plate having a pivot pin, an inner plate and a pair of 
idle transmission wheels arranged between the outer plate and the inner plate, 
wherein the inner plate is made of metallic material and the outer plate is made of 
a structural fiber fabric incorporated in a plastic material matrix, wherein said 
outer plate has a cross-sectional profile of a shallow channel. 



-8- 
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